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This policy sheet is meant to give students an overview of the policies that I rely upon 

for tutoring and lessons. It covers many aspects of lessons, and should function as a 

reference if there is any question regarding my studio policies. Despite this, no policy list 

can cover every question students may have, and you should always feel free to reach 

out to me when you need clarification on an issue. Under certain circumstances, 

exceptions may be made, but only with my explicit prior consent. 

 

Studio and Tutoring Policies 

Format: 

Music lessons will only be given as a half-hour or hour long session. 

Tutoring sessions can be given as a half-hour or longer. 

 

Lessons will not be given over the internet, and must be conducted in person, at either 

the teacher’s or student’s location. Tutoring sessions can be conducted over the internet 

or in person. 

 

Lessons are given in piano, voice, and composition. Tutoring is given in many areas, 

including writing, English, music theory, history, and other areas agreed upon by the 

student and tutor. Both tutoring and lessons are given to all ages and all skill levels. 

 

Lessons and tutoring sessions are personally tailored to each student’s skills, interests, 

and particular focus. For this reason, each lesson will look different from the one to the 

next and from student to student. Students can expect that special attention will be 

given to any area that they would like to focus on. 

 

In lessons, a great deal of attention is given to technique and music theory so that the 

student has a proper foundation and understanding upon which to build future 

progress. This can take the form of scales and arpeggios at the piano or vocalizes and 

other exercises for voice students. When studying a piece of music, these technical 

considerations will be applied so that the student has an understanding of how to 

maximize the effectiveness of their performance. 

 

Parents of younger students may sometimes be asked to provide a supporting role both 

inside and outside of lessons and tutoring sessions. Younger students often need extra 

encouragement to keep making progress on their own, or may sometimes need extra 

help focusing during a session. Positive reinforcement from parents outside of lessons 

and tutoring can be the best resource for encouraging positive growth and development. 

 



Payment: 

The cost for a half-hour lesson or tutoring session is twenty-five dollars. ($25.00) 

The cost for an hour lesson or tutoring session is forty-five dollars. ($45.00) 

Every additional half-hour and hour is added according to the above prices. 

 

Payment can be made with cash, checks, or through PayPal. If a check does not go 

through, the resulting charge will be passed along to the student. Payment should be 

made either immediately after the lesson/tutoring session, or within the following week. 

For regularly scheduled lessons/tutoring sessions, payment that is not completed for a 

previous session will void the subsequent one. Payments can be made in a lump sum if 

the student prefers, however, this payment is non-refundable. 

 

Cancellation: 

Lessons/tutoring sessions cancelled by the student with more than twenty-four hours 

advance notice can be rescheduled, schedule permitting. Lessons that are cancelled less 

than twenty-four hours in advance will still be charged the full cost of the lesson. 

Tutoring sessions of indeterminate length cancelled within twenty-four hours will be 

charged one hour’s rate. Cancellations can be made over email, by text, or over the 

phone at a reasonable hour; text is preferred. 

 

Cancellations made by the teacher will be made with as much advance notice as 

possible. 

 

Changes to regularly scheduled lessons/tutoring sessions are not always possible. Effort 

will be made to find alternate times should a scheduling conflict arise, though there is 

no guarantee of this. Students with weekly lessons are given scheduling preference to 

those who intermittently schedule lessons. 

 

Advance notice should be given to the instructor if a student is planning on terminating 

regularly scheduled lessons or tutoring, although there is no formal policy in this regard. 

 

Materials 

Although all materials for lessons are made as suggestions by the instructor, it is very 

difficult to make appropriate progress without the right tools. The student will always be 

required to purchase materials for lessons. Alternatively, the instructor can occasionally 

purchase materials on behalf of the student and pass charges along. 

 

For lessons taught at the location of the student, a keyboard or piano of decent quality 

must be available. The instructor can be consulted on purchasing a keyboard or piano. 

 

 



Preparedness 

Students taking lessons are expected to make individual progress on their own, outside 

of lessons. This will look different for every student and their particular circumstances. 

The most dedicated students committed to making serious progress in their abilities can 

expect to practice daily for half an hour at a minimum. Not every student need follow 

this model. However, daily practice, even if only for a few minutes at a time, is the most 

important element toward improvement. 

 

Tutoring sessions will generally run dependent on concurrent material being studied 

outside of tutoring. Students can ensure that time is better utilized if they come 

prepared with work. However, as this is not always possible, students are encouraged to 

communicate with the tutor to determine how to best use their time. 

 

Recitals and Concerts 

Studio recitals will be scheduled according to studio size and student availability. 

Occasionally, studio classes may be held in which a select number of students showcase 

their progress to the studio and engage in constructive dialogue over their work. 

 

Academic Integrity 

Tutoring, especially in writing, will not take the form of copy editing, ghostwriting, or 

any similar exercise. Tutoring will follow the same rigorous guidelines toward 

plagiarism and academic dishonesty as any academic institution. Violation of this 

standard will result in immediate termination of tutoring. However, students unfamiliar 

with what constitutes plagiarism and academic dishonesty are strongly encouraged to 

ask the tutor. 

 

Referrals 

Students who refer others can receive a free hour-long lesson or equivalent discount 

after the student referred has taken two successive lessons. 


